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THE EEKALD READING ROOMS.
The Herald calls attention to the fact that Messrs.

Eduard Saarbach & Co., the goneral agents of the paper
In Germany. have opened the following Herald Heading
Kooms in tlie principal cities of Germany. Each of these
Reading Rooms is supplied with the leading American,
English and German newspapnrs:.

rkading ilooms
Berlin.Dresdner Bank, No. 3» Bohrenstrasse.
Dresden.Robert Tliode & Co.. No. 1 Wilsrufferstrasse.
Hamburg.Anjjlo-Doutsche Bank, No. 20 Hermannstrosse.
Leipsic.Knauth. Nachod & Kuhne, No. 9 Brnlil.
Mayence-on-Rhine.Edtiarct Saarbach & Co.. No. 1

Ciarastrasse.
mL'Nich.Merk Fink a Co., No. 4 Pfandliaustrasse.
Stuttgart.Stahl A Kederer, No. 26 Calnerstrasse.
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AMUSEMENTS TO-DAY AND EVENING.
UNION SQUARE THEATRE.County Fair, 8:15 P. St.
COLUMBUS THEATRE.U. S. Mail, 8:15 P. M.
DALY'S THEATRE.The School for Scandal, 8:15 P. M.
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSjJ.L'Africaine, 8 P. M.
AMBERG'S THEATRE.O Diesk Maenner, 8 P. M.
GRAND OPERA HOUSE.The Inspector, 2 P. M.; 8 P. M.
HERRMANN'S THEATRE.Herrmann, 2 P. M.; 8:30

P. M.
HAP.LEM OPERA HOUSE.Monbabs, 8:15 P. M.
HARRTGAN'S THEATR~E.Rkilly and the 400, 2 P. M.;

8 P. M.
CASINO.Poor Jonathan, 8:15 P. M.
LYCEUM THEATRE.The Open Gate and Nerves, 8:15

P. M.
STANDARD THEATRE.Later On, 8:15 P. M.
TONY PASTOR'S.Specialty Company, 8 P. M.

,MADISON SQUARE THEATRE.The Silver Shield, 8:30
P. M.

NETY PARK THEATRE.The Dazzler, 8:15 P. M.
PROCTOR'S TIIEATRE-Men and Women, 2 P. M.;8:15

P. M.
FOURTEENTH STREET THKATRK_Rr.iiK Jirim «* P

M .; (5:15 P.
WINDSOR THEATRE.The Fairies' Weix, 2 P. M.; 8

P. M.
GARDEN THEATRE.Beau Brpmmel. 8:30 P. M.
BIJOU THEATRE.A Texas Steer, 2 P. M.; 8:13 P. M.
PALMER'S THEATRE.Jupah. 8:15 P. M.
STAR THEATRE.The Senator. 8 P. M.
BROADWAY THEATRE.Francesca Da Rimini, 8 P. M.
NIBLO'S.Babes in the Wood, - P. M.; 8 P. M.
PEOPLE'S THEATRE.Mr. Barnes or New York, 8

P. M.
ACADEMY.Joshua Whitcomb, 8:15 P. M.
EDEN MUSEE.Otero, 8 P. M.
KOSTEU t BIAL'S.Carmkncita. 2 P. M.; 8 P. M.
WORTH'S MUSEUM.Houriy performances.
DORIS' MUSEE.Hourly performances.
HUBER'S PALACE MUSEUM.Hourly performances.
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TRIPLE SITEEI
WITH SUPPLEMENT.

This paper has the largest circulation in the
United Stales.

JVoticc is hereby given to the public that no

person is authorized to solicit advertisements or

subscriptions for this paper and thai it employs
no agents whatever.

JIIGII VVATlilt MARK!
Circulation 190,500

Cable messages for all part* o/ fJnrope dircet
received at the company's branch, office in the
Hkrald Building, corner of Uroadioay and
Ann street.

To Ou:i IiEAurr.s..Tiio Hkiuwu to-Jay
tsonsists of a twelve paqe paper, with supplement,making fourteen page; in all. Our

readers should seo that their newsdealers
deliver them (he entire paper.
The weather Ic-day in JS'ew York and its vi/.*>*!,,<i;,, nf

fAe city) premises to be. generally fair and
warmer, followed by cloudiness. To-morrow it
prornhes to be partly cloudy end hazy, slight
changez of temperature, followed by rain.

W SUMMARY OF THE NEWS.

Extreme severe weather is reports! from SouthernEurope, with heavy snowstorms throughout
Greece. Iu KDglaxid and at Hamburg a thaw has
sot in.

It is reported in Paris that on account of the iniiiiirrpntinn in Phi 1a a. FrAiinli snnmlrnn will V.a

ordered to cruiso in Chiloan waters.

Stocks were duller than ever and prices are

virtually unchanged. Bonds were not in very
active demand, but Arm. Sterling exchange was

advanced.
Foreign sooieties are urging that the State give to

the federal government the use of the immigrant
hospitals and asylums on Ward's Island instead of

i
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selling them, on tho ground that the present and
any possible future accommodations on Ellis'
Tbl an :1 *.-411 VA :nnJnri11nl.

Tho "Security Loan and Investment Association"
extorts for "expenses" at least one-fourth from
the contributions of its members and makes glitteringpromises.
Mrs. Maria C. Magnire, wife of the Rev. Hugh M.

Maguire, pastor of a Brooklyn church, in her suit
for separation testifies that her husband treated
her cruelly.
Assemblyman Demarest, of Rockland county, is

now accused of withdrawing $7,500 of township
taxes which he collected from the Union SteamboatCompany for 1889 and 1800. Rumors of pther
peculations are current in Nyack.
Grand Master Workman T. V. Powderly, of the

TTninhfo ftf T.oVvr»*» hoc iocnarl o lor oairin/v f Vi«

State Legislature to abolish the State Boarrl of Arbitrationand denouncing its report as "unfair and
malicious."
King Kalakaua of Hawaii died at San Francisco.
Senator Evarts received the vote of the Senate

and Governor Hill that of the Assembly. In the
combined vote the Governor led by only one.

Senators Cameron, of Pennsylvania; Vest, of
Missouri; Vance, of North Carolina; Jones, of
Arkansas, and Teller, of Colorado, were re-elected.
Dr. J. H. Gallinocr was elected to succeed Senator
H. W. Blair, of New Hampshire.
The House was the scene of a row caused by

Speaker Heed's refusing to recognize democrats to
make a motion. Mr. Mills gave him a piece of his
mind, and there were several exchanges of complimentsamong members.
The closure resolution was introduced in the

Senate.

Neveb Pe:nx a paid advertisement as news

matter. Let every advertisement appear as

an advertisement.no sailing tinder false
colors..Charles A. Dana's Address to the
Wisconsin Editorial Association, Milwaukee,
Juki 24. 1888.

^

A Story Is Told of an advertiser -who presentedhimself at the New York Herald
counter with a three thousand dollar roll as

an oiler for a half column advertisement
with a good sized cut accompanying it. The
"ad." was refused without even consulting
Mr. Howlaud. There is a standing rule in
the Herald office to never insert advertising
cuts. .Exchange.
The Expenditures for Pensions for the

rear ending June 30, as now officially stated,
amounted to $109,357,534. In the previous
year we paid $87,644,779 11, while in the
year before that we paid $80,288,508 77.
The cost of the German army, it may bo interestingto note, is for this year estimated
at $91,726,293. Besides our pensions our

army costs $30,000,000.

HEKALD ADVERTISING.
INCKEASE ik NUMBER OF coujmk8 OF ADVEETISING.

Columns.
1889 over 1888 gain
1890 over 1889 gain 1,534
Total gain, two years 2,8!49
The gain is distributed as follows:.

1889 over 1888. 1890 over 1889.
? it- 'Mouia Columns. Columns.

First quarter sains !45© 379
OOCOI1U giUIJS
Third ' gains 187 434
fourth " gains 564 5459

I,'495 1,534
Total 54.8549

Under the following classifications:.
1889 over 1888. 1800 over 1889.

Columns. Columns.
Help and situations
wanted gain 445 434

To letsandboarding.gain 71 189
Real estate gain 163 190
Horses andcarriages gain 116 138
Dry goods.. ...gain 81 166
Financial gain 1540 104
Miscellaneous gain 5499 313

1,5495 1,534
Total 2,8549

Tue increase in number of separate advertisementsduring the two years is 110,051,
distributed as follows:

1889 ever 1888. 1890 over 1889.
First quarter... .gains 10,001 16.699
Second " ....gains 8,5446 18,765
Third *' ....gains 10,596 16,644
Fourth " gains 541,3549 16,781

50,1754 68,879
Total 119,051

HEJRALD CIRCULATION.
The increase in Herald circulation is

equally satisfactory, as is shown by the followingfigures for the last week in December,1890 (ending Saturday, December 27),
compared with the same week in 1889.
viz.:.

Copies.
Sunday, December 21 increase 542,000
Monday, Decmber 22. increase 9,400
TliARflftv OS InrrAaBA Iffc.21(111

Wednesday, Decomber 24 inoreuse 12,300
Thursday, December 25 increase 9,800
Friday, December 26 increase 11,800
Saturday, December 27 increase 11,200
Total increase (ono week) 86,800
N. 13..Attention is called to the following

facts :.
Firsl.The above comparative statement?

of increase in IIermd advertising are not
based upon columns reduced in ic'tdih.
Second.The Hehald does not publish

"fake" advertising; and
Third.The increase in circulation of the

Daily and Sunday Herald is bona fide, and
the figurrs published do not include w ekly
and semi-weekly editions nor half-price tveningeditions.

Blaine and Tupper.
It is imperative that the people of our

country straightway take hold of the BahringSea complexity, analyze it, discuss it,
canvass it and put order into it, not necessarilyto take off restraint from Canadian or

American poachers or enlarge the jurisdictionof tha powerful company leasing our

Pribylcff Islands, but to ascertain, define
and announce the rights in Bebring Sea
which the United States will vindicate by
war if need be.
Congress created a great part of the comj

plexity by the use of ambiguous language
in IS'63, 1870 and 1890. The State De-
partment has increased tlie complexity by
irrelevant discussions with England of inconsequentialmatters, such as the llussian
ukase of 1821 and the treaties of 1824
and 1825. The true interpretation of the
statutes to which we have referred and the
true exposition of international law as it
exists to-day are the real issues. Of them
the State Department does not frankly speak
to the country, nor does Congress. Why
not?
The controversy began by the seizures of

Canadian vessels. England protested, as

any self-respecting nation would have done
under the circumstances, and asked, within
three months atterthe first seizures in 1886,
that the United States would cause "reasonablereparation'' to be mad;) to the owners of
the seized vessels for the wrongs and losses
to which they had been subjected. England
was entitled to a plain, candid answer to the
request, but she did not get it. Had the
United States the right, in public law or

by any treaties, to seize the vessels in the
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places where the vessels were seizid? That
was then, and is now, the only question, and
on it neither Congress nor the President
nor the Secretary of State has yet spoken in
a way that plain people can understand.
There is not an iota of evidence that

we have seen showing that President Cleve-
land or Secretary Bayard vindicated the
right to make the seizures protested against.
On the contrary, they released in February,1887, the seized vessels and the imprisonedmen. For what reasons and by
what law, if Congress and the statutes bad
commanded the seizures?

It may be that President Cleveland's administrationdeemed the seizures indefensiblein law, or it may be that it discontinued
prosecutions in order to promote at London
the plan which it, late in 1837, submitted to
Great Britain, Russia, France, Japan, Germanyand Sweden, and which Lord Silis-
Dury so cordially approved up to toward
the close of 1888, wnen he said that,
Canada having objec ed, he could not then
go on with it. The Cleveland administrationpermitted no seizures in 1888, but those
vessels seized in 1887 were left unreleased,
and thus stood the affair when the Harrison
administration came to power. I, took up
the controversy at that point. There is no

reason for thinking that Canada would have
abated her resistance to the new mare

clausum, plan had Cleveland been re-elected
and continued in power to conduct the
negotiations. Canada woultl have been as

tenacious under Cleveland as under Harrisonthat nothing be assented to at London
which should restrict her liberty to kill
fur seals beyond three miles from our

shores. Meanwhile the debate has gone on

chiefly over the uk.vse of 1821 and the
treaties of 1824 and 1825, varied now and
then by a new effort to arrange the area, the
times and seasons of the new fur seal mare
clausum in Behring Sea, and by a prodding
from London to make indemnity to Canadiansfor vessels seized. Washington has
au along Deen more anxious to arrange ior

what it may hereafter do and England may
not hereafter do in Behiing Sea, but Ottawa
has been all along most concerned, on the
other hand, about what the United States
has already done and indemnity therefor.
Excepting to discuss the treaties of 1824

and 1825, Landon has practically fallen
out of tho entanglement, and the effort to
reach an adjustment has been left to Mr.
Blaine aud to Mr. Tapper, of Canada, representingtho Canadian Privy Council.
Tupper insists that a curb be put on our

revenue cutters. Blaine replies, "Keep
your Canadian marauders out of the Behring
Sea." Tupper pushes for an indemnity to
the owners of Canadian vessels seized;
Blaine meets that by pressing for the delimia.ion of a new fur seal mare clausum in
Behring Sea.

Blaine vituperates Canada because she,
disregarding borios mores, kills female seals
in BeLirir'g Sea, and thus out of commercialgreed and rapacity brings on an exterminationof seal life in those waters. Tup-
pei loiuiia tuuo u mc gu vciui ljjo

United S:ates will prevent its lessees of
the Pribylofl! Islands from reckless destructionof males,, females aud pups, there will
be s^als enough in the sea for everybody.
And so they go on, and call the process diplomacy!
Nothing has been accomplished or is in

sight excepting the probability of more

Canadian marauding next season, more

seizures by our revenue cutters, a rescue by
a British armed cruiser and a possible collisionover catching fur seals in Behring
Sea between armed vessels of the two countries.Meanwhile Mr. Blaine explodes
when it is suggested that the Supreme Court
adjudicate the question raised by the seizures,and so inform our countrymen what
their rights are !

The London Saturday Review makes a

lugubrious complaint of a "lack of imaginationin contemporary American fiction."
If the editor will devote an hour to Mr.

Bluine's history of the Behring Sea controversyhe will modify that opinion.
Bogus Concerns.

The Herald's persistent exposure of these
various investment and loan companies
ought to put the public on their guard.
We are making it red hot for the rogues,

and they are very unhappy. They not only
tear their hair in impotent rage, but express
a wish that we may go to.this, that and the
other place.
We are accustomed to these pet phrases.

We should be downright lonesome if scoun-

dreis were to stop cursing us.should feel
that we were not doing much good in the
community.
Put this down as one of the eternal verities:.Whena new company with a handsomeprospectus and bushels of recommendationspromises to double your investmentin twelve months keep your money in

your pocket. You don't want to grow rich
as fast as that; besides, if these fellows
could do what they, say they wouldn't ask
you or anybody else to share their good luck.
The world isn't made that way.

If you want to avoid such snares say your
prayers every night, read the Hkkald every
morning and be happy all day long.
Chile is in the throes of revolution. So is

Connecticut. In the former the insurgents
have loaded their guns ; in the latter they
are only shaking their fists.
These little excitements help to vary the

twntiaIatw £ li'f.. r» * /I tin

luvuui/uuj ui iiio ttuu Acup uo mciij,

Sixty-six Churches Warned.

By all means should the Board of Fire Underwriterssee that all defects in the heating
apparatus of churches are remedied.

It is said that their attention has been
called to sixty-six churches in this vicinity
which are liable to fire from this cause.
That is a startling number and indicates a

degree of carelessness on the part of trustees,deacons and wardens which is quite inexcusable.We are not in the habit of hammeringreligious people, but a fact of this
kind ought to be handled without gloves.
We can't conceive of anything more appallingthan the cry of "Fire!" in a church

on a Sunday morning when there are one

or two thousand people, old and young, in
attendance. The panic that must necessarilyresult would make an awful tragedy.
Let this matter, therefore, be attended to

at once by the proper officials. The order

'
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to put furuacos and heating arrangements
into such shape as will insure perfect safety
should be peremptory and imperative.
The Governor and the Senatorship.
Now that he has uccepted the nomination,

we earnestly hope that Governor Hill may
be elected Senator.
Under ordinary circumstances we should

entertain no doubt of that issue. Hill is
not a politician who takes many chances.
In calculating the size of a vote his experiencehas been large and his judgment is
always good. His strategy is generally
effective, and when ho goes into a fight it is
for the purpose of winning.
But in the present case the circumstances

are not only peculiar, but indicative of
danger. The democratic majority in a joint
session of the Legislature is ;-o slender that
a wedding journey by one member and sudrlAnillnA^c rm tho nnrf r»f t.wn nr ihroA innm

might possiby change the complexion of
affairs and produce startling rosutts.

It is quite unnecessary also to remind the
Governor that the modern republican is a

very sharp trickster and when occasion requireshe knows how to put a tempting sum
of money where it will do most good. There
are democrats in this world.and some of
them fiud their way to Albany.who would
think it no sin to accept republican cash as

an honorarium for absenting themselves at
the critical moment. It will be important,
therefore, for the Governor to keep his
forces well in hand and his eye fixed on certaingentlemen whose love of lucre is likely
to be put to a pretty severe test.
These precautions well taken, he is reasonablysure of a gratifying result.
There is one other matter on which it

seems imperative to drop a hint. The
Governor is laboring under the impression
that he can be Senator and Governor
at the same time. That is a mistake, a

hallucination. One office is enough for one
moTi Tim can on nf nrnnriafr ttaiiI/1

rebel at any attempt to hold two. After the
4th of March he will be Senator or Governor,but it is quite out of the question
that he shoukl be both. His resignation of
one of them will be regarded as a matter
of course. As Cleveland gave Hill a chance,
so Hill must give Jones a chance. This is
clearly the only thing to be done, and when
the excitement of the election is over Hill
will see it just as we and the public do.

"With a kindly warning to the Governor to
keep careful watch of that republican minorityand of three or four members of
his own majority, we txtend to him our

good wishes and the hope that we may be
able to greet him as "Mr. Senator" at an

early date.
When Senator Hoae succeeds in bringing

that infant monstrosity, the Force bill, out
of its present predicament the old gentlemanwill have made for himself an enviable
reputation as a wet nurse.

Members of tHe House Enjoy Themselves
in a Peculiar Way.

There was quite a thunder storm in the
House of Representatives yesterday. The
members shook their fists in each other's
faces and got up quite a mimic Babel.
Everybody tried to talk at the same time
and the experiment seems to have been an

entire success. There was hot tomner and
iiigh temper, wild gestures, hisses, cheers
and all the other concomitants of a first
class circus.

Mills, of Texas, lost his head, and remarkedto Speaker Reed that he was a

fraud. The Speaker didn't deny the allegation,for the reason probably that he was

only too conscious of its truth. He is so

accustomed to that charge that it fails to
produce goosefiesh, so he bore the stinging
assault with the calm serenity of a wooden
Indian.
But it's not nice to indulge in these rows.

The people have an impression that we only
send gentlemen to Congress, and it would
be a pity to disabuse their minds. They
may be mistaken, but it is a pleasant
delusion, and should not be disturbed.

Besides, there is no occasion to get mad
at Speaker Reed on the ground that he
doesn't allow fair play. He was elected for
the sole reason, as some one has said, that
he weighs three hundred pounds, and it's
all backbone. Has there been any freedom
of dsbate in the House this session, or was

there any during the last session ? Why
should you expect a man to do what neither
nature nor inclination permits him to do?
His business is to run the House in the interestof a party, not in that of the country,
and though he is sometimes exasperating
the beat way is to kaep cool and let him
make the most of his opportunities. The
republicans will not live much longer, and
the least we can dD is to let them twist
everything out of shape to their hearis' content.
You were in the wrong to get so excited,

Mr. Mills, and, besides that, you didn't
carry your point. If you had succeeded
you might have been excused, but to get
mad and get boaten are almost too much.

Will Mb. Blaine succeed in forcing us

into a war with England for the sake of a

sealskin sacque?
The American heart doesn't "lire" on that

subject to any great extent.

Too Mitiiy Suicides.

You have noticed, perhaps, that a large
number cf lovelorn maidens have committedsuicide lately. A few men, or alleged
men, 1 hat is to say, men with a chestnut on
their shoulders instead of a head, have followedsuit.

.me means uy wuicn mey rnniie ineir exit

from what Mrs. Gamp called ".his walley
o' tears" varies from arsenic and pru-sic
acid to rat poison. Others, when they make
up their minds to "light out," will even bito
off the phosphorous ends from a bunch of
matches.
A thousand reasons are assigned for the

fatal deed, but generally it is a broken heart.
The majority of damsels who are suffering
from a rupture of this organ lind satisfactionin the courts. They bring a breach of
piomise suit against the recreant rogue, fix
the damages at a terrific figure, fake what
they can get, pine for a few months, drench
themselves with Swinburne's poeiry and
then marry some other fellow.

It may be useless to give advice on this

subjtct, and yet we should like to say that
if your affeotiona are bleeding you had better

1
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do nothing rash until "the flowers that
bloom in the spring" come along. By that
lime )uu nitty pussiuj^ ieu.ru luut lucre me,

aftar all, a good many things in this world
better than rat poison.

If Coxgbess would only adjourn sine die
we might be happy yet.
Perhaps, however, it is better that we

should try to profit by the affliction.

Will Vice President Morton play into
the hands of the republican fire eaters and
pass the gag law by ways that are dark?
We doubt it.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Herai.d Weather Forecasts..The storm depressionnow on Lake Huron will probably move eastsoutheast,causing a further rise of temperature in
the Atlantic States to-day, followed by rain to-morrow.Temperature rose in the United States yes-
terday. The chief minimum reported was 10 degrees
Fahrenheit, at Northtield, Vt.; the chief maximum,
70, at San Diego, Cal. In this city and suburban
districts to-day warmer, fair weather and tresh
southwesterly and southerly winds will probably
prevail, followed by cloudiness. In the
Middlo States to-day warmer, fair weather
and light to fresh southerly winds
will prevail, followed by cloudiness and by rain or

snow in the western portions and near the lakes
to-night; and in New England warmer, fair to
partly cloudy weather and fresh southerly winds,
followed by increasing cloudiness. On Thursday
in this city and section and in New England
partly cloud/ to cloudy weather will probably
prevail, with fresh and brisk southwesterly
wiuds, and slight changes of temperature,
followed by rain in this section and raiu
or snow m New England, and on Friday
partly cloudy to fair, slightly colder weather.
European steamers now leaving New York will
have mostly light to fre3h southwesterly breezes
to the Banks.

THEN AND NOW.
JANUARY, 1889.

From Oklahoma's border,
Hark, the fearful din.

"Issue forth the order!
Let the bookers in!"

JANUARY, 1891.
From Boston to Tacoma
Rings a doleful shout.

"We'll starve in Oklahoma
Unless you help us out!"

JUST LIKE ORDINARY PEOPLE.
Humorists have this resemblance to

plain,commonplace, orrilnury people, that
they save money by bein«; punnrious.

A DAILY HINT FROM PARIS.
[From the European Edition of the Herald. 1

A PRETTY SKATING JACKET.

This skating jacket is of Havana cloth, with a
/»r*11av a*i/1 l-»nrrlAr r»f fur r»f a. Ht.nlA sha.r»A n.a fthnvn

in the illustration. The fur on the sleeves reaches
half way up the arm in the form of a muff.

MISUNDERST OD.
He.I hear you attend the Oratorio Society's performances.Were you present at tho "Creation?''
She (indignantly).I suppose you will next want

to know if I sailed in Noah's ark..Illustrated,
American.

SIO(K) 'J RANSIT.The elevated bailroads.
Mrs. Andrew Carnegie's condition was

much improved last night. The attending physiciansays that ho is perfectly satisfied with Mrs.
Carnegie's symptoms and looks forward to a

speedy recovery.
READY TO ILLUSTRATE.

Jack.There's an article on kissing in this paper.
I should like to read it to you.
Amy.Is it published with illustrations?
Jack.No, but if you'll allow me I'll supply the

deficiency.
THE PAINTED BELLE.

The roses on her breast she wore

Scarce rivalled those her cheeks could boast.
And I, admiring, marvelled much
W hich of the two had cost the most.

General C. J3. Norton, of N -w York, is
lying dangerously ill at the Pa'mer House, Chicago,
suffering from a second stroke of paralysis. He
went to Chicago to consult on World's Fair matters.

THEY AJiE NUMEROUS.

Charity will cover, it is said with truth,
Of sins a multitude;

But charity must surely have an awful hard time
In covering the sius of the dude.

IN DOUBT.
Harduppe.Miss Laura, nave you considered my

note.my letter.er.my proposal?
Miss Laura.I reall.v uo not know how to considerit.whether as a proposal or a challenge to a

fasting ma:ch..lrdiantipo.ts Journal.
iv ruRWflvv

Jack.How is your hand to-day?
Maud (who has wet with an accident).The doctorsays the bones are knitting toother all right.
Jack (tenderly).I would that that hand were

mine.

Maud.It would quite harmonize with your condition;
Jack (gushingly).Can I believe my ears?
Maud.Certainly! My hand is broke.

EFFECTIVENESS OF TORPEDOES,
Certainly, so far, no fleet has been ket>t out of an

enemy's harbor by planting it with torpedoes, and
tii o most they have accomplished has been the
sinking of an occasional vessel..European Edition of
the Herald.

A TENDER PLANT.
Carlisle Smith.How about that tin plate plant

that you were going to erect.is it prospering?
McKinley Jones.No. The plant was unfortunatelynipped by the late financial frost.

WOULDLY WISDOM.
"Havo you callod upon the Van RensseiaerO'FJahertys?"
"Yes; 1 heard they were going to give a german,

bo I called yesterday."
"X heard the german was not coming off, so I

didn't call.".lllustraied American.
A" GLOMAMACAL WEATHEE.

Mrs. Sauso (from Wayback).Are we near New
York?
Mr. I{odd (a home returning Gothainite).I fancy

so. It has started to rain.
A SLAP FU»M PliOVIDENCE.

New York will add a statute of General Spinner to
its alroady unexampled collection of contemplated
mortuary art..Providence Journal.

FILLS A LAUGE PLACE.
"Is your fat friend Blithers a man of capacity?"
"Yes. Mostly seating."
Mi. ThoiniiS Nelson Page, oi Richmond,

Va., is at the Hotel Bartholdi. Congressman-elect
James W. Wadsworth, of Geneseo, N. Y., is at the
Imperial. Ex-Governor Charles II. Sawyer, of New
Hampshire, and Mr. Henry A. Richmond, of Buffalo.are at the Fifth Avenue. Mr. Sandford Fleming,of Ottawa. Can., is at the Brunswick. Brevet
Major General A. V. Kautz, U. S. A., is at the Grand.
Secretary of State Henry C. Kelsey, of New Jersey,
is at the Gilsey. Mr. Erskine M. Phelps, of Chicago,
is at th« Windsor

1
GOVERNMENT EXPLORATION 4

OF DEATH VALLEY.
A

An Expedition Starting to Lift the Veil
from the Mysterious Canyon.

REGIONS WHERE NO ANIMAL LIFE EXISTS.

Lower Than the Ocean Beds, with Only Small V
Water Springs, a Tropical Heat and ^

Almost Destitute of Vegetation.

[by telegraph to the herald.]
Washington, Jan. 20, 1891..Information has jusl

been received by Dr. Merrlam, of the Agricultural
Department, that the long anticipated expedition
to thoroughly explore the celebrated Valley ofm
Death had arrived at San Bernardino, Cal., and
would at onco proceed. The party will subdivide
into three separate bodies and remain until spring,
prosecuting researches in this curious region. At
the conclusion of their labors Dr. Merriam will go
over the ground covered by these exploring parties,rectifying discrepancies in their work and formulatingthe whole into a scientific summary.
The final results cannot be made publlo before
next summer.

lhe faot that such an expedition has been sent
out by the Department of Agriculture to make systematicexplorations has scarcely been mentioned
in the public press. The few paragraphs which
have appeared are so highly colored and distorted
that an accurate statement of the matter will be of
unusual public interest. This valley has been
represented as a narrow, desert canyon, where water
is absolutely unknown. The heat has been declared
so intense that dead animals do not decompose. It
has also been believed that no human being has
ever explored this inhospitable valley and returned
to give an account of his adventures. Those who
have travelled by chance or design into these wastes
are supposed to hava perished from prostration
and thirst, their bodies being preserved from decay
by the abnormally high temperature.

as fancy 6keb it.
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these semi-authentio statements, the canyon has J
been described as a fabulous Eldorado. The desolatehills have been said to be a continuation of
the Bonanza ranges of California. Bich deposits
of gold and silver are supposed to abound, and
numberless parties, composed of hardy prospec- fl
tors, have started in search of this imaginaryM
wealth, but soon returned after traversing a shortV
distance or were lost. It has been but a few years
since one of these expeditions, consisting of a

miner, his wife and two children, was discovered
by a party of yonturesome explorers. Their wagon
had fallen to pieces from lacK of moisture and its ^
unfortunate occupants had evidently died of thirst 1
In order to procure some accurate information

your correspondent has visited the Agricultural
Department, where he was kindly furnished with
maps of the expedition. Secretary Busk stated
that more Interest had been taken in this explorationthan any heretofore made. The objects ^
sought were of a purely soientifio nature. A cor.

rect map was to be outlined; all plants and animalsfound were to be classified and a collection
of mineralogies! specimens would be secured. AssistantSecretary Willets and Dr. Merriam pro- f
duced a map showing the Valley of Death to be locatedin Southern Caiifornia instead of Colorado
or Arizona, as has been popularly supposed. A
line drawn from latitude 35 to 37, and longitude
116 to 118, encloses a block of desert land containingsome twenty thousand square miles. Thin
area Is traversed by numerous parallel valleys runningnorthwest to southeast, and bounded by 4
rauges of hills. This territory lies alone the lower
portion of Nevada, extending almost to the State
line. Several mining camps have been established
on tlie outer portions of this district, but no systematicexjiloratlon has ever been concluded.

LOWEIt THAN THE OCKAN.
Through the centre of this barren tract extends

tho Valley of Death proper. This depression is
about V2X> miles long and ranges from 15 to 20 miles
in width. The hills surrounding it are of various
dimensions, sometimes approaching the dignity of
mountains. The valley Itself is from lOu to 30U <
feet below the level of tho sea. The indications *
all point to rich mineral deposits, but no reliable
spociinons have as yet been obtained.
At vailons times individuals have penetrated thia

arid waste, and a hastily prepared expedition
under government supervision passed through
this region some years since, but made no accurate
drawings. During the period of this partial survey'
different springs of water were found, but the supplythey afforded was easily exhausted. It is sup- 1

posed that the subterranean heat, in connection
with that abounding in tho atmosphere, absorbed
me greater portion 01 me water ana any additional
demand soon caused a temporary stoppage. During
the day tiie sun's rays beating upon the sand and
reflected from the hillsides produced almost intolerableheat, but at night the discomfort
was materially reduced, the average temperatureat midnight in midsummer being
10'J degrees. Dead bodies did not decompose, but
became mummified, the animal liquids being ab- '

sorbed by the air and the muscular tissues dried
into parchment. The water supplied by a spring
was so limited in quantity that a single mule would
exhaust the flow. Beside these miniature water
courses was a sparse growth of hardy grass indigenousto Southern California. No other vegetationwas found.

HOW THE EXPLORATION WILL BE MADE.
Four members of the expedition will start from

Pan Bernardino and four others from Daggett on
the southwestern limits of the desert area, while )
the remaining three will enter from the northeasternboundary. Those parties will endeavor to
effect a meeting in the valley before spring.
A large supply of provisions and water will be

transported by pack trains. The number of men
composing each division has been reduced to tho
smallest possible number, owing to the great difficultyexperienced in carrying stores. The general
supervision of this exploration will be under the
direction of Professor Valmer.
In speaking of the expedition Assistant Secretary

Willets said:.
"It is the most interesting region to which we

have as vet sent expeditions. The country is oom- r

paratively unknown. We expect to seoure a comprehensivecollection of vegetable and mineral
specimens. Of course, the knowledge acquired
wiil be chielly valuable in a scientific way."

SAN FRANCISCO MOUNTAIN.
Dr. Merriam spoke of the biological survey which ,

he conducted in the San Francisco Mountain region
of Arizona during August and September. San
1 rancisco peak is a trifle over thirteen thousand
foot in altitude and capped with perpetual snow.
The pino forests of this range have been famous
since the earliest days of overland exploration.
wuen oiigieaves, nemieny ana ives passed inrougu
It on their jouruey across the continent. Ho
said:.

"It is a noteworthy forest, not alone on account
of the size and beauty of the single species of tree M
of which it is composed, but also because of its M
openness, freedom from undergrowth and itsV
grassy carpet: for the porous lava soil supports a
sparse growth of bunch grass which Is high enough
after the rainy season sets in to conceal the rocky
surface, and at a little distance to present the appearanceof a meadow. The pleasing effect is
heightened by tho circumstance that the region J
cannot be reached from any direction witnout
first passing over a long stretch of arid desert.
'lhe pine forest is thoroughly mature, nearly all tho
trees being of large size and rarely crowded."

WILL BUILD CHICAGO'S POST OFFICE.

Chicago, 111., Jan. 20, J891..Colonel A. C. Babcock ^
says that a number of Chicago capitalists stand
ready to make the government a proposition in regardto tho erection of a post office building in this
city should Congress fail to make the necessary appropriation.The plan, in brief, is to make an

agreement to crect a building of ten to twelve
stories in height, covering the entire block ot

ground on which the Federal Building now stands:
to eive the government the free use or four or six
stories in it for the return of a ninety-nine years'
lnaso of the remaining stories, Ihe whole to be
turned over to the government at the expiration of
tbc leas".
Tlio building are to be erected according to

plans furnished by the government and to be com- 1

pleted before the opeuing of the World's Fair.

CHICAGO GAS TiiUST TO DISBAND.
Chicago, 111., Jan. 20, 1891..President Billings i»

given as authority for the statement that the Chi
cago Gas Company, known as the eas trust, hat
derided to surrender its charter and go out of busi
ness. The companies composing It will, however.
continue their business as before.

It way be some three weeks bofore the dissolutionof the trust is consummated. The resolution
was reached at a recent meeting of the director*
and is the result of decisions by the oourts. whii-h
forbid it from holding the stoek la oth«r cuw

[ paniee. ' '

*


